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SUBJECT: CONCORDE 
REF: STATE 64175 NOT AL 

1. BRITISH-FRENCH MINISTERS MEETING ON MARCH 29 CONCERN- 
ING FUTURE OF CONCORDE REACHED NO AGREEMENT OTHER THAN 
TO MEET AGAIN WITHIN ABOUT 10 DAYS AND TO LAUNCH A 
REVIEW OF ALL OPTIONS AVAILABLE TO BOTH SIDES. OPTIONS 

TO BE EXAMINED WOULD EXTEND, ON THE ONE HAND, TO PROCEED- 
ING WITH FRENCH PROPOSAL TO BUILD 19 AIRCRAFT, SOME WITH 
INCREASED RANGE AND, ON THE OTHER EXTREME, CANCELLATION 
OF THE PROJECT. 

2. UK CONCORDE OFFICIAL TOLD US THAT AS FAR AS BRITISH 
ARE CONCERNED FUTURE OF CONCORDE IS STILL IN THE BALANCE. 
HE SAID UK OPTIONS ON CONCORDE, INCLUDING POSSIBLE CANCEL- 
LATION, ARE STILL OPEN AND BEING CAREFULLY STUDIED. NO 
DATE FOR NEXT MINISTERIAL MEETING HAS BEEN SET BUT HE 
EXPECTS THAT IT WILL TAKE PLACE IN LONDON BEFORE EASTER. 
OUR SOURCE SAID HE DID NOT BELIEVE FINAL DECISIONS ON 
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EITHER. 

3. WE WERE ALSO TOLD THAT WHEN FRENCH TRANSPORT MINISTER 
ACHILLE-FOULD VISITS WASHINGTON APRIL 21, HE WILL DOUBT- 
LESS TAKE UP SST NOISE AND EMISSIONS QUESTIONS WITH U.S. 
OFFICIALS. HE IS LIKELY ALSO TO RAISE POSSIBILITY OF 
US/UK/FRENCH COLLABORATION ON A SECOND GENERATION SST. 
OUR SOURCE TOLD US THAT BRITISH ARE NOT PLEASED WITH 
PROSPECT OF FRENCH WHEELING AND DEALING IN WASHINGTON ON 
CONCORDE ISSUES, NOR ARE THEY SURE, AT THIS STAGE, 

WHETHER THEY OUGHT TO CONTEMPLATE UNDERTAKING NEW AND 
COSTLY MARK II CONCORDE PROGRAM EVEN WITH U.S. PARTNER- 
SHIP. 

4. IN OTHER DEVELOPMENTS, BRITISH HAVE FORMALLY DENIED 
TO FRENCH REPORTS APPEARING IN BRITISH PRESS OVER WEEK- 
END (ANDREW WILSON WRITING IN SUNDAY OBSERVER) THAT UK 
IS TO STOP ALL WORK ON CONCORDE WITHIN THREE MONTHS. 

UK TRADE UNION LEADERS REPRESENTING AEROSPACE WORKERS 
HAVE REPORTEDLY PREPARED 34-PAGE "DOSSIER" SUMMARIZING 
THEIR ARGUMENTS AS TO WHY CONCORDE PROGRAM SHOULD CON- 
TINUE. THEY EXPECT TO PRESENT THEIR CASE TO INDUSTRY 
SECRETARY WEDGEWOOD BENN NEXT WEEK. 

SOHM 
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